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MISSION STATEMENT

Proclaim the grace of God
Share the Word of God

Serve the children of God

Vision Statement
We are a church that seeks to share our story as people of God while we listen for

Godods voice in a noisy world, believing
hate.

Values
1 The power of prayer for a faithful Christian life
1 Worship
1 Inspiring and thoughtful preaching
1 Music as an expression of faith
1 Involvement in and support of mission
1 Awareness of and response to needs in the larger community
1 Educational opportunities that foster growth
1 Theology of the Reformed tradition
1 Inclusiveness
1 Authenticity

¢ The connectional church



OUR HISTORY

Many of the earliest settlers of Bloomsburg were Scotch -Irish Presbyterians. Before 1817,
they traveled for worship to Hidlayds Church 1in

Occasionally, there was also preaching in EI i as

The English Presbyterian church was organized in
Bloomsburg in 1817. They built a two -story log
sanctuary on West Third Street with a high pulpit
and high back pews. In 1848, having outgrown the
log church, the congregation built a brick building on
Market Street at Third. In 1880, a manse was added
on the site of the original log church.

With the congregation continuing to grow, land
was acquired at Fourth and Market Streets and the
current brownstone sanctuary was dedicated in 1891,
with colorful stained glass windows provided through
memorial gifts. This building was supplemented with
an educational wing in 1915, and later with a new
Christian Education and office wing in 1963. All of
these structures, often remodeled, are still in active
use.

The earliest records of the church, prior to 1840,
have been lost. The congregation was chartered in
1845 and incorporated with a board of five Trustees.

A board of Deacons was added in 1947. A Womenods
Guild and Circles were formed in 1941 and expanded
in 1954 into the Womends Associati on, whi ch

continues as a vital part of church life.

Membership growth was steady through a century and a half and peaked in the middle of
the twentieth century at about 575; present membership is about 289. The Sunday school also
had | arge enroll ments. In 1922 there were 21 te
attendance averaging about 250.

First Church has continually fostered Christian service in its members. Over a dozen of its
sons and daughters have entered full -time service as pastors or missionaries, and congregants
have filled many leadership roles in Northumberland Presbytery and the wider church.



